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SUBJECT: REGIONAL ECONOMIC OFFICERS MEETING, SINGAPORE, FEBRUARY 28- 
MARCH 2 

REF: STATE 286935 

1 . WE WELCOME OPPORTUNITY SUBJECT MEETING WILL PROVIDE FOR 
STOCK-TAKING AND REVIEW OF POLICY DIRECTIONS. E/C COUNS HENRY 
BARDACH WILL ATTEND. 

2. WE BELIEVE THAT FOLLOWING TWO POLICY AREAS DESERVE INCLUSION 
ON AGENDA. ONE IS JAPAN'S FUTURE ROLE IN THE ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT OF DEA COUNTRIES, IN THE ADB, AND VIS-A-VIS ASEAN. WHAT 

IS THE U.S. PERCEPTION OF THE EVOLUTION OF THIS ROLE? SECOND, 

IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO INCLUDE A DISCUSSION OF U.S. POLICY ON 
PROMOTION OF OVERSEAS INVESTMENT. IN THIS CONNECTION SOME 
CLARIFICATON OF WHAT WASHINGTON INTENTIONS MAY BE IN PROMOTING 
PRIVATE SECTOR CONTACTS WITH ASEAN WOULD BE USEFUL 
LATTER RELATES TO AGENDA ITEM ON U.S. -ASEAN DIALOGUE. 
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